
Brief Summary of PCC Meeting on Thursday, June 6, 2019 

Parents Present:  Yasu, Gwen, Laura, Colin, Brianne 
Admin Present:  Cathy, Janene 
 
1. High School Update – Janene 

- 13 students graduated this year – Future plans include Vancouver Community College for 
academic upgrading, English upgrading, ASL, and Douglas College 

- Upcoming grad dinner will feature key note speaker, Mari Klassen 
2. Elementary School – Cathy 

- Deaferealla - $1,200 raised in the raffle draw and $500 raised at the door 
- 5 students in grade 7 will be moving to Burnaby South in the Fall 
- 6 students will be starting in Kindergarten this Fall with 4 more students entering Primary 
- Results of MAP (Measure of Academic Process) will be shared in Fall  – Tests only K to 7 for now 

3. Staffing for Fall 2019 – Cathy 
- Secondary – 1 teacher retiring in the Oral Program. Position will be posted. 
- Elementary – 3 teachers on leave.  Cathy has completed 2 interviews with 1 more to go next 

week. All 3 candidates are qualified teachers of the deaf and hard of hearing. No confirmation of 
acceptance yet.  2 weeks ago, interviewed a SLP with ASL background.  No acceptance of 
position yet. OT that was on staff this school year, hope to renew the contract through Fraser 
Health for fall.  Have funding for PT but no one yet interested.  No applicant internally or 
externally has applied for Learning Support so reposting position.  For EAs, Cathy and Janene 
have reviewed which students need support by looking at actual need and looking at IEP and 
have concluded, school has sufficient number of EAs for Fall. Secretary position at BCSD 
Elementary will be full time in the Fall.  One more interpreter has been added bringing to a total 
of 13 but Cathy would like one more for support to her and any other areas needed. Counsellor 
position is complicated issue. One staff focuses on transition plans whose contract finishes in 
the Fall. But Deaf Well-Being Program will continue in the Fall. Another staff helps to connect 
home with school but reviewing this position. 

4. Access Program – Cathy 
- High School has no more Access Programs. Cathy’s position is that the Access Program is not the 

right philosophy or approach. She is not removing the program but closing the program. 
Students with additional needs will be integrated into the regular classroom. Some may be 
pulled out for extra help and/or daily life skills. This change will be an experimental year for the 
fall. 

5. Elementary School Plan for Fall – Cathy 
- Will be 4 primary and 4 intermediate classes. Her preference is to not have multiple grades but 

either single grade classes or split between 2 grades.  Plan is to have teachers co-teach and 
group students according to their level. Student groups may be different depending upon the 
subject area.  

6. Southslope PAC Update –  Gwen 
- Gwen and Yasu attended the PAC meeting in May. The Southslope PAC will continue to apply for 

gaming funds for all BCSD students K to 12. Pauline Anderson attended the Burnaby South PAC 
who informed her that at this time, they are not able to apply for funding for BCSD 8 to 12. 
Gwen will find out from Southslope PAC what is the criteria for funding which is to be requested 
by the teacher and then send this information to Janene and Cathy who will share with all BCSD 
teachers. 

 



 
7. Future of PCC Meetings – Yasu 

- Yasu shared that the suggestion from a few parents is to hold 2 meetings per year. One at the 
start when out of town parents visit school. And the second towards the end of the year. 

8. Questions/Comments from Parents 
- Jaz – staffing and school plans for fall – answered earlier 
- Jaz – future of spring concert – can we use the Michael J Fox Theatre? Gym at Southslope was 

not deaf friendly. Cathy responded that she did receive feedback from a number of people that 
the room was warm, and hard to see and hear. The Michael J Fox Theatre is typically booked out 
until 2020 however she will inquire for the 2021 spring concert (every 2 years). For now, one 
idea is to use a screen projection. 

- Jaz – why was the high school not included? Janene responded that the high school at the 
moment do not put on a spring performance since there are drama and dance classes available 
where they do have performances. However Cathy said they are open to having the high school 
work with the Elementary School. 

- Jaz – hiring of teachers with specialties such as PE/sports and theatre/drama. Cathy made note 
of this request. 

- Jaz and Heather – training of EAs.  Cathy agrees that current EAs at the school need to update 
their training. It is a work in progress and they hope to use professional days to do some of this 
training. 

- Karen – how to include out of town parents at meetings.  Janene said that she would take on 
this task!!!  Group discussed options such as skype, zoom, go to meeting. Brianne suggested an 
on-line model for any parent whether out of town or in town (but cannot come) for future 
meetings. 

- Colin – Issue regarding lack of professional conduct with some Lynch bus drivers. Usually issues 
are emailed to Sonay, front desk reception who in turn communicates issue with Burnaby School 
District. Cathy asked that Colin follow up with her. 

- Yasu – Issue regarding some students speaking in the classroom and frustration experienced by 
his child who cannot understand what is being said. Cathy informed the group it is a rule that 
ASL is the language used in the classroom. Students who can speak cannot speak in front of a 
deaf student who has no access to ASL. The only time that speaking may happen would be 
outside of the school say during recess which is difficult to control and where there are hearing 
students from Southslope who may be interacting with BCSD students. 

 


